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KEYNOTE ONE  

Lillian Pace 
Empowering Creativity in an Era of Federal Change  

Keynote presentation description:  
How can disruption in federal K–12 education create opportunities for state and local 
assessment innovation? This keynote address will examine the evolving education landscape 
and its impact on assessment systems. An exploration of the shifting role of the federal 
government will uncover new possibilities for innovation. Examples of promising assessment 
innovation will provide insights on how to better meet the needs of educators, students, and 
communities. These bright spots offer valuable lessons and raise important questions about 
how to build systems that are more relevant and useful. Ultimately, this address will deepen 
understanding of the federal role in K–12 assessment and present ideas for how the field might 
evolve in an era of growing state and local leadership.  
 
Lillian Pace’s bio:  

Lillian Pace is the Vice President of Policy and Strategic Advancement at KnowledgeWorks. 
During her time at KnowledgeWorks, Lillian has served as a national thought leader on education 
innovation with an emphasis on the development of student-centered assessment and 
accountability systems. Lillian directs the organization’s policy and advocacy strategy, engaging 
leaders at all levels of the education system to design and implement policy conditions that 
enable student-centered learning. She also shapes the organization’s partnerships strategy, 
facilitating strategic collaborations that help KnowledgeWorks and its network of national and 
state change-makers accelerate systems transformation. She spent nearly a decade on Capitol 
Hill advising policymakers on K-12 and higher education policy. Lillian received her Master of 
Public Policy degree from George Washington University and her Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Washington and Lee University.  
 

https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/building-a-better-assessment-future-conference-2026/
https://knowledgeworks.org/team-member/lillian-pace/
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KEYNOTE TWO 
Steven Snead 
Is the Future of Assessment A.I. or D.E.I.?  

Keynote presentation description:  
As Artificial Intelligence (A.I.) rapidly reshapes K-12 schools, education faces a defining 
question: will technological innovations be the hallmark of the next generation of assessment, 
or can we design assessments that are both technologically advanced and deeply human-
centered? This keynote cuts through the hype to explore how A.I. and diversity, equity and 
inclusion (D.E.I.) can collide, conflict, and ultimately co-create a more just, accurate, and 
actionable assessment future. We’ll explore emergent research around the use of A.I. in 
educational assessment, and map research-informed practices to the Michigan Assessment 
Consortium’s Components of an Equitable Assessment System, shedding light on actions that 
teachers and school leaders can take to advance assessment. Expect bold insights, real 
tensions, and a vision that refuses to choose between technology and humanity.  
 
Steven Snead’s bio:  
Steven Snead serves as the Supervisor of Curriculum & Assessment at Oakland Schools. His 
team is responsible for providing educators across dozens of districts and charter schools with 
professional learning, resource development, and consultation to support deep learning for all 
students. He is also a member of the Board of Directors for the Michigan Assessment 
Consortium, helping to promote assessment literacy across the state of Michigan. He’s 
given numerous local, statewide, and national presentations on assessment focused practices, 
including district assessment design, formative assessment, MTSS, and equitable assessment 
practices. Steven is a proud graduate of Cass Technical High School in Detroit. He holds a B.A. 
in Secondary Education from the University of Michigan and a M.Ed. from Wayne State 
University. He completed his doctorate in educational leadership and policy analysis at the 
University of Missouri. The focus of his research explored how teachers use interim benchmark 
data in instructional decision-making.  
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KEYNOTE THREE   
Jill Willis 
Accessible Assessment for Learning and Agency: How small classroom 
choices can create powerful possibilities for the future. 
 

Keynote presentation description:  
Assessment and agency go hand in hand. Agency grows when assessment is treated as a verb; 
that is the human process of working out what is valued and making judgements. Being 
someone who can assess is essential for how we make our way through the world. Questions 
like “Should I spend more time on this? Is this good enough? What are some next steps that help 
us become people who make choices about what matters to us and the lives we want to lead no 
matter if those questions relate to friendships, hobbies or work. As educators, when we teach 
students how to be assessors, we are helping them develop identities as people who matter and 
who make choices about what matters. This is the beauty and strength of the Assessment for 
Learning (AfL) set of practices that are well known in our schools—sharing learning intentions 
and success criteria, self- and peer assessment, dialogue, and feedback.  
So why aren’t all classrooms and school systems hives of student agency and AfL?  
It isn’t because teachers are not working hard enough. In this presentation I share some 
recent research about AfL in Australian classrooms. We will focus on the achievable “what” 
practices but also the sustainable “how” teachers can work together within system conditions. 
The potential of small classroom choices that prioritize student agency and accessibility is 
demonstrated through some stories of long-term impacts for schools. Importantly, the voices of 
students in the process of reform are highlighted as a catalyst for change.  
 
Jill Willis’s bio:  
Jill Willis is a Professor of Education at Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane 
Australia. She researches the social structures of classroom assessment and learning spaces to 
make recommendations for improving teacher and student agency. Her research investigates 
how learners navigate performance expectations in assessment systems, so learners of all ages 
can be supported to experience greater success and agency. This interest has led her to teach 
about assessment for learning, leadership of change, learning spaces and middle leadership. Jill 
particularly enjoys working with teachers and school leaders who undertake higher degree 
learning and research. Jill is proud to have led research on accessibility in assessment, and 
student evaluations of vertical schools. She is a founding member of the Centre for Inclusive 
Education.   

https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/building-a-better-assessment-future-conference-2026/
https://www.qut.edu.au/about/our-people/academic-profiles/jill.willis

