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Welcome and Introductions

• In the chat box, please indicate:
• Who you are,
• What you do,
• Where you work, and
• Where you are joining us from
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Virtual Working Agreements

• Be present and engaged
• Mute audio if there is 

background noise
• Keep your camera on (if 

bandwidth allows)
• Use chat box to comment and 

ask questions
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This is the Zoom Toolbar. 
• If your bar goes to sleep/disappears, simply move your mouse to the bottom 

of the screen, and shake.
• It can be used to 

1) mute and unmute your sound, 
2) turn on and off your camera 
3) view a participant roster, or 
4) access the group chat.

1 2 3 4

Zoom Logistics
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• Please make sure that your username is updated to display your First and 
Last name. 

• Click on in the Toolbar.  Find yourself in the roster. 

• Click rename enter your First and Last name. 

1 2 3 4

Zoom Logistics
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• When asked to enter comments into the Chat, please click on 
select your audience (Everyone, or a specific individual)

• Type your comment and hit enter to add to the Chat Log (Session 
Hosts can see all Chats, public and private.)

1 2 3 4

Zoom Logistics
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Inclusion

What do you hope to walk away with after today’s session?

Please type your response in the chat box…
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Session Outcomes

What is Tools 
for Teachers?

1
How does the 
Tools for 
Teachers fit 
into a balanced 
assessment 
system?

2
How does the 
Tools for 
Teachers fit 
with MI’s 
definition of 
the formative 
assessment 
process?

3
What are some 
applications of 
TfT?
In what ways 
might 
educators 
need support?

4
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Agenda

• Overview of the components of 
a balanced assessment system

• What is Tools for Teachers and 
how does fit into a balanced 
assessment system

• Exploring the site and a break
• Impressions Debrief

• Connections between the Tools 
for Teachers and Michigan’s 
definition of formative 
assessment (FAME)

• Educator application of Tools for 
Teachers and professional 
learning needs.
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Balanced Assessment 
Systems

What are the components of a balanced assessment system (BAS)?
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What is a Balanced Assessment System?

State
(Annual state 

summative assessments)

District 
(Periodic interim/ 

benchmark assessments)

Classroom
(Formative assessment process & 

classroom summative assessments)

MAIN PURPOSES AND USES OF 
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

● Evaluate Learning, School Quality    
(Accountability), and Other Policy 
Uses

● Predict Performance
● Evaluate Curricula/Programs
● Inform student services and      

placement decisions

● Monitor/Adjust Instruction
● Inform students and parents 

about learning progress

● There are multiple layers of an  
assessment system.

● The purposes and uses of 
assessment information differ at 
each layer.

● It is important to guard against 
practices that have a negative 
impact on classroom instruction 
(e.g., teaching to the test, over-
testing, narrowing of the 
curriculum, etc.).
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What is a Balanced Assessment System?

State
M-STEP, MME, 

MI-ACCESS, & WIDA

District 
iReady, MAP, STAR, SBAC or 
Local Interim Assessments

Classroom
Formative Assessment for MI Educators

&
Classroom Summative Assessment

MAIN PURPOSES AND USES OF 
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

● Evaluate Learning, School Quality    
(Accountability), and Other Policy 
Uses

● Predict Performance
● Evaluate Curricula/Programs
● Inform student services and      

placement decisions

● Monitor/Adjust Instruction
● Inform students and parents 

about learning progress

● There are multiple layers of an  
assessment system.

● The purposes and uses of 
assessment information differ at 
each layer.

● It is important to guard against 
practices that have a negative 
impact on classroom instruction 
(e.g., teaching to the test, over-
testing, narrowing of the 
curriculum, etc.).
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Breakout 1

Groups of 2-3
• In what ways might your assessment system be in balance?

• In what ways might your assessment system not be in 
balance?
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Tools for Teachers
What is TfT and how does it fit into a balanced assessment system?
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Tools for Teachers

• Tools for Teachers is a new website developed by the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment Consortium that serves as a repository for 
instructional resources

• It can support professional development for educators in Michigan 
and several other states.  

15



Tools for Teachers
SBAC worked with hundreds of educators 
across the United States to build this toolkit 
that will help teachers do what they do 
best…teach.  
• Bureau of Indian Education
• California
• Connecticut
• Delaware
• Hawaii
• Idaho
• Indiana
• Montana
• Nevada
• Oregon
• South Dakota
• U.S. Virgin Islands
• Vermont
• Washington
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Tools for Teachers

• Has a detailed search engine 
that allows teachers to search by 
claim, target, topic, content area 
and grade level, just to name a 
few.  

• Fractions—61 Resources
• Grade 6 – 460 Resources
• Grade 6/ELA – 145 Resources
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Playlists
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Types of Smarter Interim Assessments

• There are different types of interim assessments based on the scope 
of content being assessed.

• Interim Comprehensive Assessments (ICAs)
• Interim Assessment Blocks (IABs)
• Focused Interim Assessment Blocks (Focused IABs) 
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What is a Connections Playlist?

• Each IAB and Focused IAB assessment is associated with a Connections 
Playlist

• Connections Playlists bring together Smarter interim assessment results 
with associated instructional resources in Tools for Teachers. 
• Built by educators for educators
• Describe student performance within achievement categories 
• Connect to instructional ideas and resources 

• Educators can use the Connections Playlists in multiple ways, whether 
or not the Smarter interim assessments are used.
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Sample Connections Playlist 
(Grade 6 Ratio and Proportional Relationships)
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Tools for Teachers

• The majority of the resources 
were developed for grades 3-8 in 
the content areas of ELA and 
Math

• However, innovative educators 
from other grade levels/content 
areas can modify and enhance 
already developed lesson plans 
and take what is provided to 
make it into something usable in 
their context.

A quick search of the site, reveals 102 resources 
that have been developed for HS ELA and Math 
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Organization of Resources

Right hand side of the screen…
Subject Area 
Grade Level 
Claim
Target

Example
• Math: Measurement and Data
• Grade 4
• 1: Concepts of Procedures
• K: Geometric measurement: 

understand concepts of angle 
and measure angles.
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Organization of Resources

• Content Standards • MD-5 Recognize angles as geometric shapes that are formed 
wherever two rays share a common endpoint, and understand 
concepts of angle measurement

• MD-5a An angle is measured with reference to a circle with its 
center at the common endpoint of the rays, by considering the 
fraction of the circular arc between the points where the two rays 
intersect the circle. An angle that turns through 1/360 of a circle 
is called a "one-degree angle," and can be used to measure 
angles

• MD-5b An angle that turns through n one-degree angles is said to 
have an angle measure of n degrees.

• MD-6 Measure angles in whole-number degrees using a 
protractor. Sketch angles of specified measure.

• MD-7 Recognize angle measure as additive. When an angle is 
decomposed into non-overlapping parts, the angle measure of 
the whole is the sum of the angle measures of the parts. Solve 
addition and subtraction problems to find unknown angles on a 
diagram in real world and mathematical problems, e.g., by using 
an equation with a symbol for the unknown angle measure.
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Organization of Resources
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Organization of Resources
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Organization of 
Resources
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Organization of Resources
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Organization of the Resources
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Navigating from 
within the Site
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Accessing Tools for Teachers

• All district and school users that were established in the Secure Site as of 
September 14, 2020 have access to the Smarter Balanced Interim 
Assessments in the DRC INSIGHT Portal. These users will have access to 
Tools for Teachers and can add additional users to the Portal through 
OEAA.

• Log into the DRC INSIGHT Portal (https://mi.drcedirect.com)
• In the DRC INSIGHT Portal, navigate to My Applications, SBAC menu, then 

select, Tools for Teachers
• Tools for Teachers Sneak Peak: https://smarterbalanced.org/our-

system/educators/
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Accessing Tools for Teachers
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Accessing Tools for Teachers
When you click on the Tools for Teachers link in the DRC INSIGHT Portal, you will be automatically redirected to Tools for 
Teachers.

On the Tools for Teachers main page, click the left-hand menu to see the menu options, or type a topic, claim, target, or click 
the filter resources link in the search box.

What is Tools For Teachers? (YouTube video): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YI6bM_3qCos&feature=youtu.be

How to Access Tools for Teachers Through the DRC INSIGHT Portal Mini-Module:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R3tNsxYwBZE9vszGgWftY_hY_TSqpAQu/view?usp=sharing
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Play Date and Personal Break

Follow the link below:
https://mi.drcedirect.com
Step 1:  Go to https://mi.drcedirect.com
Step 2:  User Name:  Tools4Teachers2020

Password: Spring2020!
Step 3:  In upper tool bar select “My 
Applications” and in drop down select Tools for 
Teachers 

Spend about 15 minutes exploring the site and 
then take a 15 minute break.  Please be back 
by_____.
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Exploration Debrief

• What did you notice?

• What connections are you 
making to your own context?

• How might you share what you 
have discovered with others?

• https://padlet.com/vorenke/380
d9paxc69nt2fp
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Professional Learning Opportunities

• The site offers 11 resources that 
can be used for professional 
development.

• They are all short informational 
videos and most of them center 
around the use of the interim 
benchmark assessments that 
align with the TfT toolkit.

• In addition, there are links to 
sample items from the SBAC 
Interim Assessments and 
Practice Tests that might also be 
used to more formally assess 
students while learning.
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Professional Learning Opportunities

• Supporting Remote Teaching and Learning
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Customer Support

DRC Customer Support
 Phone: 877-560-8378 Option #2
 Email: misupport@datarecognitioncorp.com
 8:00am-5:00 pm EST Monday-Friday [regular hours]

 Contact DRC if you have questions about the DRC INSIGHT Portal, test tickets, or the 
remote testing process. 

 DRC cannot answer calls directly from a parent/guardian or a student.
 DRC cannot answer questions regarding Web Conferencing solutions.

Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA)
 Phone:  877-560-8378 Option #3
 Email: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov
 Contact MDE customer service for questions about administration policies. 
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Where does TfTs fit into a BAS?

State
(Annual state 

summative assessments)

District 
(Periodic interim/ 

benchmark assessments)

Classroom
(Formative assessment process & 

classroom summative assessments)

● Predict Performance
● Evaluate Curricula/Programs
● Inform student services and placement decisions

● Monitor/Adjust Instruction
● Inform Students and parents about learning progress
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TfT Application to Assessment Types

Interim/Benchmark Assessment
• Guiding Questions

Formative Assessment Process
• Guiding Questions

Where are we (teacher 
and students) going? 

What does the student 
understand now? 

How do we (teacher and 
students) get to the learning 

target? 

What standards were 
strengths for our students?

What standards were 
challenging for our students?

How do we support student 
achievement individually, by classes, 

sub-groups, and/or grade levels? 

How might we need to 
allocate/reallocate resources?

40



The Formative Assessment 
Process

FAME and the Smarter Balanced Definitions of the formative 
assessment process
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Defining The Formative Assessment Process

Formative assessment is a planned, ongoing process used by all students 
and teachers during learning and teaching to elicit and use evidence of 

student learning to improve student understanding of intended 
disciplinary learning outcomes and support students to become more 

self-directed learners.
CCSSO SCASS 2017

The formative assessment process is a deliberate process used by 
teachers and students during instruction that provides actionable 

feedback that is used to adjust on going teaching and learning 
strategies to improve students’ attainment of curricular learning 

targets/goals.

HO Pg 1
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Graphics
HO Pg 2
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Breakout 3– Compare and Contrast

Look at the two definitions of the formative assessment process…
• In what ways they are similar? 

• In what ways they are different? 

Review the graphics
• In what ways they are similar? 

• In what ways they are different? 
44



FAME and SBAC Components HO Pg 3 & 4
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Breakout 4

Skim the components

• How are they similar?

• What might be some differences?
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Comparison of FAME and Tools for Teachers 
Descriptions of Formative Assessment
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Supporting Teachers
Reflecting on the effective use of the TfT resources to support teachers and 

students.
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Margaret Heritage Speaks

What conditions does a district 
need to create to emphasize and 
shift assessment practice to more 
assessment for learning and less 

assessment of learning?
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Formative Assessment for 
Michigan Educators (FAME)

Working collaboratively 
educators will learn, implement, 

and reflect on the formative 
assessment process to guide 
student learning and teachers’ 

instructional practices.
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FAME – Formative Assessment for Michigan Educators

Legacy Map
2007 to Present

www.famemichigan.org
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FAME Coaches

2008-Present
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Breakout 5 - Jamboard Debrief

• What would a teacher need to 
consider when planning to use 
Tools for Teachers?

• What supports might teachers 
need to effectively use the 
resources in Tools for Teachers?  

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1814ouzjjFZ_mZXk-dBVY2P-EwwV1h7QsA34agVA22p0/edit?usp=sharing
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Organizing & Integrating

Chat Box Thoughts…

What might your next steps be in 
relation to today’s learning?
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Contact Information

Thank you!
Ed Roeber

Michigan Assessment Consortium
roeber@msu.edu
Ellen Vorenkamp

Wayne RESA
vorenke@resa.net

Kimberly Young
Michigan Department of Education

youngk1@michigan.gov
55
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