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Priority SKkills for College and Careers

ATTRIBUTE % OF RESPONDENTS

Problem-solving skills 82.9%
Ability to work in a team 82.9%
Communication skills (written) 80.3%
Leadership 72.6%
Strong work ethic 68.4%
Analytical/quantitative skills 67.5%
Communication skills (verbal) 67.5%
Initiative 67.5%
Detail-oriented 64.1%
Flexibility/adaptability 60.7%
Technical skills 59.8%
Interpersonal skills (relates well to others) 54.7%
Computer skills 48.7%
Organizational ability 48.7%
Strategic planning skills 39.3%
Creativity 29.1%
Friendly/outgoing personality 27.4%
Tactfulness 22.2%
Entrepreneurial skills/risk-taker 19.7%
Fluency in a foreign language 4.3%

Source: Job Outlook 2018, National Association of Colleges and Employers

© 2019 Jay McTighe 3



Understanding-based Curriculum for 21st Century Learning

HSSD GRADUATE PROFILE
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ASELF-STARTER
is motivated to take action.

ACRITICAL THINKER
investigates the quality of ideas and
how they are connected.

ACOLLABORATOR

is a helpful and active participant
who shares responsibility while
working toward a common goal.

ACOMMUNICATOR
seeks to understand others and
to be understood.
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An ADAPTABLE
person is able to adjust.

ARESPONSIBLE
person acts with empathy and
takes ownership of the outcomes
of their choices.

ASOLUTIONIST
solves problems.
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A Blueprint for Macro Curriculum Design

Long-Term Transfer Goals

Disciplinary Transdisciplinary

Academic Standards Mission Outcomes & 21st Century SKills

----{ Indicators

Indicators

.

Overarching
Understandings and
Essential Questions

Overarching
Understandings and
Essential Questions

Cornerstone
Performance Tasks

Disciplinary Transdisciplinary
Rubrics Rubrics
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TRANSFER GOALS

Definition
Transfer refers to the ability to apply one’s learning to a new situation, beyond the
context in which it was learned. Transfer goals specify particular transfer abilities; i.e.,
what we want students to be able to accomplish when they encounter new information,
issues, problems and opportunities. Transfer goals are long-term in nature: think of
them as exit outcomes at the end of Pre-K—12 schooling. They embody the meaning of
the phrase, college and career ready. Transfer:
* involves the application of learning in new situations, not ones previously
taught or encountered;
* requires some strategic thinking, not simply “plugging in” facts or skills
learned in a rote fashion;
* typically involve habits of mind; e.g., judgment, self-regulation, persistence.

Transfer goals have several distinguishing characteristics:
 They are exit outomes; i.e, they are long-term in nature and develop and
deepen over time.
e They are performance based; i.e., they require application (not simply recall).
* They call for independent performance; i.e., over time learners must be able to
apply their learning autonomously, without scaffolding or coaching.

Examples
Listed below are sample transfer goals within academic disciplines as well examples of

trans-disciplinary outcomes.

History

» Use knowledge of patterns of history to better understand the present and prepare
for the future.

* Critically appraise historical claims and analyze contemporary issues.

* Participate as an active and civil citizen in a democratic society.

Mathematics

* Make sense of “messy”’problems and persevere in trying to solve them.

* Construct viable arguments involving mathematics and statistics and critique the
reasoning of others.

© 2019 Jay McTighe 6
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CFSD DISCIPLINARY TRANSFER GOALS

Pursue a deeper understanding of themselves and the world by examining various |Il|

ENGI_ISH perspectives and sources.

e Communicate clearly and effectively for a variety of audiences, settings, situations,
LANGUAGE ARTS o purposes i

Engage others in dialogue about critical, relevant, and/or compelling issues.

HEALTH & - Makeinformed decisions that optimize mental, physical, and social wellness in &
response to changing needs. 4
WEI.I.NESS ¢ Advocate for the health and wellness of self and others in a variety of contexts. &

¢ Connect multiple concepts and representations to model and solve complex problems.
« Appropriately and flexibly select tools and strategies to make sense of and persevere s -
in solving complex problems. (<] =]
MATHEMA"CS « Communicate mathematical thinking and solutions appropriately for a variety of needs
and purposes.
¢ Reason mathematically to construct viable arguments, critique the reasoning of others,
and make informed decisions.

PHYSICAI_ ¢ Select and participate in beneficial and enjoyable physical activities to create and >
maintain health-enhancing habits. adiso ?
ED“GATION e Effectively and responsibly participate as part of a fitness community. — e

¢ Make informed judgments and decisions with a balance of curiosity, skepticism,
and social perspective.
SGIEN CE » Communicate scientific ideas, arguments, and/or results for a variety of purposes

and audiences.
* Make sense of problems or phenomena and construct solutions through disciplined
trial and error.

soc'Al e Apply historical understanding and interpret evidence to draw conclusions, make Q
predictions, and plan for the future.
STUDIES ¢ Analyze perspectives, patterns, and relationships to make informed decisions as
lobal citizens.

&

VISUAI. & ¢ Develop and engage in their own passions to find joy, peace, intellectual @ ‘/Q
PERFORMING stimulation, and meaning through the arts.
¢ Create and participate in aesthetic experiences that evoke emotion and foster Qg

AR'I'S connections with self, others, and/or the world around them.

WﬂRl.D ¢ Establish and maintain positive relationships in diverse cultural contexts. S S
« Serve as mediators within and across cultures in order to reach shared goals and T'

LANGUAGES  understanding.

e Communicate effectively in more than one language, honoring culture and context.

\‘
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CFSD DEEP LEARNING PROFICIENGIES

TRANSFER GOALS

CITIZENSHIP « Participate as civil and active citizens through ever-shifting roles,
contexts, and values.
@ « Collaborate, communicate, and learn with individuals from other
— cultures to better understand self, others, and the world around them.

GULLABORAT.IPN » Work effectively with, and learn from, others in a variety of personal

® o .

Wi’ 3r‘xa and professional contexts.
COMMUNICATION

« Effectively communicate for different purposes and varied audiences,

Q vl| using appropriate media, formats, and tone.

CREATIVITY & | e dens and <o h e oeds of
» Develop innovative, viable ideas and solutions that meet the needs o
INNDVA"!].N, various audiences and challenges.
O -«
CRITICAL THINKING &

« Critically analyze and evaluate a variety of information and claims in
PROBLEM SOLVING order to determine what to think, believe, or do.

1’ Q » Make sense of messy, never-before-seen problems, and persevere in

solving them.
YSTEMS THINKIN
SY$ S G » Employ the habits of a systems thinker to better understand
C ) ‘{}.‘ situations, make effective decisions, and plan for the future.

SELF-REGULATION & | f d R
° t
REFLECTI“N mprove perrormance ana persevere througnh challenges by applying

=: m
—l

deliberate effort, appropriate strategies, and flexible thinking.
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Cornerstone Tasks

The pressures of high-stakes accountability testing have led many schools and
districts to encourage their teachers to engage in “test prep” instruction, especially in the
tested grades and subject areas. Additionally, there has been an increase in the use of
“interim” or benchmark assessments that mimic the state tests. While these practices may
have their place, they typically focus on decontextualized content knowledge and skills at
the expense of more relevant and engaging learning. As a counter-balance to “test prep”
teaching and “practice” testing, Grant Wiggins and I have argued for the inclusion of more
robust and authentic tasks as part of a local curriculum and assessment system. We refer to
these as “cornerstone” tasks.

The Cornerstones are curriculum-embedded tasks that are intended to engage
students in applying their knowledge and skills in an authentic context. Like a cornerstone
anchors a building, these tasks are meant to anchor the curriculum around the most
important performances that we want learners to be able to do (on their own) with
acquired content knowledge and skills. They honor the intent of the Standards, within
and across subject areas, instead of emphasizing only the tested (a.k.a. “eligible”) content.
Moreover, they support effective instructional practices that engage learners in “meaning
making” and transfer.

More specifically, Cornerstone tasks:

e are curriculum embedded (as opposed to externally imposed);

* recur across the grades, becoming increasingly sophisticated over time;

» establish authentic contexts for performance;

e call for understanding and transfer via genuine performance;

* may be used as rich learning activities or assessments;

e integrate 21st century skills (e.g., critical thinking, technology use, teamwork)

with subject area content;

* evaluate performance with established rubrics;

* engage students in meaningful learning while encouraging the best teaching;

* provide content for student portfolios so that they graduate with a resume

of demonstrated accomplishments rather than simply a transcript of courses
taken.

© 2019 Jay McTighe 10
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The Literacy Design Collaborative Task Templates

Funded through the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Literacy Design Collaborative (LDC)
has developed a set of Modules designed to support the integration of the Common Core Standards
(6-12) in English/ Language Arts with core content in Science, Social Studies and Technical areas.
Each Module consists of a task and associated instructional procedures intended to provide a rigor-
ous, authentic classroom experience for students at the secondary level.

The Tasks require students to read, analyze, and comprehend written materials and then write cogent
arguments, explanations, or narratives in the subjects they are studying. A key feature of the LDC’s
work is a set of generic Task Templates -- fill-in-the-blank “shells” that allow teachers to design their
own tasks.

Here are several samples:

Argumentation Task Template
After researching (informational texts) on (content topic or issue), write a/an
(essay or substitute) that argues your position on (topic, issue, essential ques-
tion). Support your position with evidence from research. Be sure to acknowledge competing views.
Give examples from from past or current events issues to illustrate and clarify your position.

Social Studies Example:
After researching academic articles on censorship, write a/an blog or editorial that argues your

position on the use of filters the use of Internet filters by schools. Support your position with
evidence from research. Be sure to acknowledge competing views.

ELA Example:

What makes something something funny? After reading selections from Mark Twain and Dave
Barry, write a review that compares their their humor and argues which type of humor works
for a contemporary audience and why. Be sure to support your position with evidence from the
texts.. Be sure to support your position with evidence from the texts.

Informational or Explanatory Task Template

[Insert question] After reading (literature or informational texts), write a/an
(essay, report, article, or substitute) that defines and explains (term or concept). Support your discus-
sion with evidence from the text(s). What (conclusions or implications) can you draw?

Social Studies Example:

What did the authors of the American Constitution mean by “rights? After reading the Bill

of Rights, write an essay that defines *‘rights” and explains ‘‘rights” as the authors use it in this
foundational document. Support your discussion with evidence from the text. What implications

implications can you draw?

© 2019 Jay McTighe 11
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The Literacy Design Collaborative Task Templates
Science Task Samples

Funded through the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Literacy Design Collaborative (LDC)
has developed a set of Modules designed to support the integration of the Common Core Standards
(6-12) in English/ Language Arts with core content in Science and Technical areas. Each Module
consists of a task and associated instructional procedures. The Tasks require students to read,
analyze, and comprehend written materials and then write cogent explanations or arguments related
to topics they are studying. A key feature of the LDC’s work is a set of generic Task Templates -- fill-
in-the-blank “shells” that allow teachers to design their own tasks. Here are several samples:

Informational or Explanatory Task Template

[Insert question] After reading (informational texts), write a/an (essay, report,
article, or substitute) that defines and explains (term or concept). Support your discussion with evi-
dence from the text(s). What (conclusions or implications) can you draw?

After reading various sources on the issue of water contamination, write a (report, article) that
explains the causes and the effects of contamination. What conclusion or implications can you draw?
Cite at least four sources, pointing out key elements from each source. Include a bibliography of
your sources. Support your discussion with evidence from the text. What implications implications
can you draw? (Informational or Explanatory/Synthesis)

How can energy be changed from one form into another? After reading scientific sources on
energy transformation, write a report that examines the causes of energy transformation and
explains the effects when energy is transformed. What conclusions or implications can you draw?
Support yourdiscussion with evidence from the texts. (Informational or Explanatory/Cause-Effect)

Argumentation Task Template
After researching (informational texts) on (content topic or issue), write a/an
(essay or substitute) that argues your position on (topic, issue, essential ques-
tion). Support your position with evidence from research. Be sure to acknowledge competing views.
Give examples from from past or current events issues to illustrate and clarify your position.

After researching technical and academic articles on the use of pesticides in agriculture, write
a (speech, blog, podcast, letter to editor) that argues your position, pro or con, on the use of pesti-
cides in managing crop production. Support your position with evidence from your research. L2 Be
sure to examine competing views. (Argumentation/Analysis)

After researching scientific and technical sources on methods for preventing water shortages,
write a proposal in which you identify a problem faced by communities in arid regions and
argue for a solution to improve water availability. Support your position with evidence from your
research. Be sure to examine a competing view challenging your solution. Give an example from
past or current events to illustrate and clarify your position. (Argumentation/Problem-Solution)

© 2019 Jay McTighe 12
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Creating Cornerstone Performance Tasks:
Task Frames in Mathematics

Task Frames

Task Ideas

Create a mathematical model/
representation of

(e.g., quantity, size, rate,
motion, change).

Create a mathematical model to use in evaluating
International stock funds using data from the past
5 years. Which funds would you recommend to an
investor?

Make and justify predictions
or decisions based on pattern
analysis.

Predict the winning time of the women’s marathon event
in the next two Olympic games based on the pattern of the
winning times in previous games. Explain your reasoning.
Compared the women’s marathon times to the men’s times
since 1984. Given the results, will the women ever run
faster? If so, in what year? Explain your answer.

Design a physical structure.

Design a 3-dimensional shipping container to maximize
volume and safety for shipping glass marbles. What shape
and size container do you propose?

Explain your reasoning.

Collect, organize, record, ana-
lyze and display data.

Collect data about student “favorites” such as music, mov-
ies, video games, actors, school subjects, hobbies, foods,
beverages, etc. Organize and analyze the results. Decide
on an effective method to present your findings (e.g., a
blog, poster, article, podcast).

Evaluate a mathematical or
statistical claim.

Claim: 50% of all Americans eat at least one meal at a
fast food restaurant every week. How would you go about
evaluating this claim?

Correct flawed mathematical
reasoning.

Ricardo said, “Four plus three times two is 14.” Angela
replied, “No, it’s 10.” Did someone make a mistake?
Explain the reasons that they came up with the different
solutions. Then, tell which one is correct and explain why.

Other:

© 2019 Jay McTighe
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Creating Performance Tasks:
Task Frames in Social Studies

Task Frames

Task Ideas

Gather information from

to evaluate historical claims or
interpretations.

primary and secondary sources

Research various historical claims/interpretations
regarding the rationale for the United States enter-
ing into the Vietnam war or the 2nd Iraq war. Use
at least two primary source materials and include
at least two interviews with veterans or citizens.
Prepare to communicate your findings and your
evaluation of the various claims/interpretations.

Critically analyze current
events/ issues.

Analyze current debates over national immigra-
tion policy. Compare the different points of view
on the issue. Analyze various factors including
“push-pull” and cause-effect. Propose a policy
that you favor and provide reasons and evidence
for your position.

Make predictions for

(current or
future events or issues) based
on understanding of historical
patterns.

Compare the Arab Spring with previous cases of
popular uprising, revolution, insurrection and civil
conflict. Make a prediction: Will governments

in middle eastern countries become more or less
democratic in the Middle east within the next five
years?

Act as a responsible citizen by
(e.g., staying
informed, studying issues,
participating in community
events, expressing opinions
respectfully, voting).

Develop a position [for or against] a proposal af-
fecting students (e.g., mandatory school uniforms,
allowing cell phones to be kept on during class).
Select information from articles and interviews
with teachers, parents and students to prepare
your argument. Be sure to consider and address
predictable objections to your position. Prepare

to present your argument and support to the PTO
Council or School Board via a 90 second oral
presentation.

* Whose story is this? Identify
and explain differing points of
view about

Identify and explain differing points of view about
the display of the Confederate flag on government
buildings and in public places.

© 2019 Jay McTighe
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Creating Performance Tasks:
Task Frames in Science

Task Frames

Task Ideas

Design and conduct an investi-
gation/experiment to:

e answer (a question)

* explain (a phenomena)

Design and conduct an investigation to determine

which of three different brands of paper towels are
most absorbent. Create a data table to record your
observations and document your procedure so that
others can follow it to replicate your investigation.

Effectively use scientific tools to
Observe

Collect data on

Measure

Record data about
Classify

Draw conclusions about

e © o © C ©

Use pH strips to test water samples from three dif-
ferent sources (e.g., water fountain, local stream
or pond, collected rainwater, bottled carbonated
water). Conduct at least two tests for each sample.
Record and analyze your data. Draw a conclusion
from the results and be prepared to explain it.

Evaluate a claim involving
science.

Evaluate the claim: Following a strict high pro-
tein diet is a safe way to lose weight. Do you be-
lieve this claim? What does the evidence suggest?

Analyze current issues involv-
ing science or technology.

Explore the issue: Is hydraulic fracturing (frack-
ing) an environmentally safe way to extract oil
and natural gas from bedrock? Research the ques-
tion using valid information sources. Consider the
points of view of consumers, people residing near
fracking sites, energy industry members, local
businesses and environmentalists. Then, develop
a position with reasons to convince voters to vote
for your position. Be prepared to respond to pre-
dictable objections. (Can be presented in written
form, orally, in a debate format.)

Critique experimental design
or conclusions.

Carefully review students’ science fair projects
involving experimental design. Was the investiga-
tion sound? For example, were:

* procedures consistently applied? variables iso-
lated? sufficient samples taken? data accurately
recorded? logical conclusions drawn from data?

© 2019 Jay McTighe
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Creating Performance Tasks:
Task Frames in Health/Physical Education

Task Frames

Task Ideas

Engage in healthful activities
and behaviors. Make healthful
choices and decisions regarding
diet, exercise, stress manage-
ment, alcohol & drug use, etc.

Write a story about a character who learns of the
importance of following a healthy lifestyle and
changes his/her behavior to do so.

Be an advocate: Encourage
others to engage in healthful
activities and behaviors to
promote wellness throughout
one’s life..

Develop a comic book for younger students to
illustrate: 1) to illustrate the importance of good
nutrition; 2) examples of balanced meals that can
tasks good; and 4) potential health problems that
can result poor nutrition.

Develop and implement a plan
to improve .
Track data and set new perfor-
mance goals.

Develop a personal fitness plan to improve your:
e strength
e endurance
* flexibility
e skills in a selected sport

Other:

Other:

© 2019 Jay McTighe
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Creating Cornerstone Performance Tasks:
Task Frames in English/Language Arts

, ) Task Ideas
Read and respond to text in various genres

(literature, non-fiction, technical) through:
0 Global understanding (the “gist”)

0 Interpretation (between the lines)

0 Critical Stance

0 Personal Connections

Create oral or written pieces in various genre for
various audiences in order to:

0 Explain (narrative)

Entertain (creative)

Persuade (persuasive)

Help perform a task (technical)

Challenge or change things (satirical)

Listen to various sources (e.g., lecture, radio com-
mercial) for various purposes, including for:

0 Learning

0 Enjoyment

0 Performing a task

0 Reaching a decision

Create multi-media pieces in various genre for vari-
ous audiences in order to:
0 Explain (narrative)

0 Entertain (creative)

0 Persuade (persuasive)

0 Help perform a task (technical)

0 Challenge or change things (satirical)
Other:
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Creating Performance Tasks:
Task Frames for CREATIVE THINKING

Task Frames

Task Ideas

Product

Create a product that is original
and useful by meeting a need or
solving a problem.

Your design team has the goal of improving the
utility, comfort and style of backpacks currently
on the market. After collecting research, create
a minimum of five sketches of your first sug-
gestions related to design improvements. Next,
you should prioritize your designs by selecting
one for the creation of advanced sketches and

in three separate views to include dimensions,
volume, zipper locations, logo design and place-
ment, as well as colors and material selections.

Process

Invent or improve a process that
is unique and more effective and/
or efficient than previous
processes.

Develop a process to improve your school’s
reporting system. Consider what should be
reported (e.g., achievement, work habits,
participation, attendance, behavior), how it
should be reported (e.g., letter grades, per-
centagers, rubric scores, narrative report) and
the medium (e.g., a quarterly report card, on-
line, via parent conferences). Your goal is a
process that is fair, consistent across teachers
and understandable to students and parents.

Performance
Develop a performance that is
innovative and accomplishes its

purpose for an intended audience.

Your task is to work with your team to create,
rehearse and deliver an original non-verbal
performance (e.g., mime, dance, tableau) to
express the theme of a selected story. Your
goal is to entertain your viewers (e.g., par-
ents, younger students) while conveying the
story line and the emotional responses of the
main characters.

© 2019 Jay McTighe
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10 Variables for Tasks and Projects

The following variables could be considered when designing performance tasks and projects.
Determinations for each variable should be based on the learning outcomes, experience and needs
of students, available resources (time, supplies, equipment, funds) and classroom feasibility.

1. Time Frame — How long will students be involved in this task/project, including time for
presentations and evaluations.
O 1 —4 class periods O 5 - 10 periods O more than 2 weeks

2. Cognitive Demand/Rigor — Where does the task/project fall on the Depth of Knowledge scale?
O DOK 2 O DOK 3 O DOK 4

3. Degree of Authenticity — To what extent is the task/project authentic; i.e., featuring a real chal-
lenge, problem, issue; genuine product/performance; authentic audience; and real-world constraints?
O De-contextualized O Simulates an Authentic Context O Fully Authentic

4. Integration of Subjects — To what extent is the task/project interdisciplinary?

O Single Discipline O Two Disciplines O Multi-disciplinary

5. Student Choice — To what extent will students have choices regarding any of the following?
O task topic O task activities O process for completing task
O product(s)/performance(s) O audience(s) O other:

6. Access to Resources — Will all resources needed (information, supplies, equipment) be provided?
To what extent will students be expected to gather information, provide their own supplies/equipment?
O all resources provided O some provided O students locate all needed resources

7. Performance Mode — How will students work?
O individually O pair/group (optional) O pair/group (required)

8. Audience(s) for Student Product(s)/Performance(s) — To whom will students present their
products and performances?
O teacher O other school staff O expert(s) O parents/community
O peers (in class) O other students O other:

9. Degree of Scaffolding — To what degree will students be provided with instructional support (scaf-
folding) as they work on the task?
O no support O some support, as needed O extensive support

10. Evaluation of Student Product(s)/Performance(s) — Who will be involved in the evaluation of
student products and performances?

O teacher O other staff O expert judges O external scorers

O student (self evaluation) O peers O other:

© 2019 Jay McTighe 20
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Rubric for Collaboration and Teamwork

Contributes to
Group Goals

Adheres to Agreements
and Norms

Demonstrates
Productive
Interpersonal SKkills

Actively helps identify group
goals and works hard to meet
them. Takes initiative to
address group’s needs and
shifts roles when necessary
to support the group.

Always adheres to group
agreements and norms.
Takes the lead in modeling
and reinforcing group norms.
Reminds others of the
importance of following
agreements and norms.

Actively and consistently
demonstrates productive
interpersonal skills. Models
effective and supportive
interactions for others.
Provides respectful feedback
to help others improve their
interactions within the group.

Displays a commitment to
group goals and works to
meet them. Carries out
assigned role indepedently.

Consistently acts in ways
that follow established
agreements and norms, but
may have occasional lapses.

Generally demonstrates
productive interpersonal
skills. Interacts with others
without prompting. Expresses
ideas and opinions in a way
that is sensitive to the knowl-
edge base and feelings of
others.

Puts forth some effort, but
sometimes lets others
shoulder the work. Needs
reminders to stay on task
or perform assigned role.

Inconsistently follows
established agreements and
norms. Needs behavioral
reminders to follow the
norms.

Use of productive
interpersonal skills is
inconsistent. Sometimes
interactions with others are
less than positive. May need
reminders; e.g., to listen ac-
tively, wait one’s turn, avoid
put downs, be flexible.

Does not actively work
toward group goals. OR

Is passive and does not
contribute to the group. OR
Acts in ways that undermine
the ability of the group to
achieve its goal.

Regularly violates the
established agreements and
norms. Behaves in ways that
disrupt the effective
functioning of the group.

Poor interpersonal skills in-
terfere with effective group
performance; e.g., does not
listen, dominates, interrupts,
insensitive, inflexible, puts
down others.
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Performance List for Collaboration

Terrific | OK. | weoy
;;)li;l?l do my job in my i @ @
2. Did I follow directions? L@ @
t31mI21?d I finish my part on i @ @
;;?li;?l help others in my i @ @
i;?;foiggten to others in i @ @
e @)@
denur | @@ | @
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A K-12 Writing Map

Informative/ Narrative Opinion/Persuasion/

Explanatory Argumentative
k | Science Observation All About Me XXX

Picture Book Picture Book
1 My Favorite Animal Imaginary Character XXX

Book Story
2 | How-to Book (illustrat- Modern-day XXX
ed) Fairy Tale
3 Friendly Letter Personal Narrative Opinion Letter
4 Feature Article Poetry Collection Issue Analysis
5 Research Project Descriptive Narrative Argumentation Essay
6 How-to Guide Autobiography Editorial
7 Cause—Effect Essay Myth, Fable, Fairy Tale, Position Paper
Folktale or Legend
8 Research Project Narrative/Historical Fic- Social Issue Essay
tion
9 Problem—Solution Poetry, Song/Lyrics Editorial
Essay
10 News Article Memoir Policy Evaluation
11 Technical Manual Dramatic Script/ Argumentation Essay
One-act Play
12 | Independent Research | Parody, Satire, Irony on Position Paper on
with Written Product student-chosen topic/ Issue chosen by
and a Presentation issue student
Notes:

1) A number of these writing tasks can be naturally linked with other subject areas.
2) Many of these writing tasks allow for student “voice and choice.” Some examples:
Gr. 1 - Imaginary Character = choice of character, setting, story line
Gr. 2 - How-to Book = choice of topic or skill to teach

Gr. 3 - Friendly Letter and Persuasive Letter = choice of topic and audience

Gr. 4 - Feature Article = choice of topic, audience and publication (e.g., newspaper, on-line magazine)
Gr. 5 - Research Paper = choice of specific topic (within a general science study)

Gr. 6 - Editorial = choice of specific topic (within a general study social studies area)

Gr. 7 - Myth, Fable, Fairy Tale, Folktale, Legend = choice among genres as well as characters and “moral”
Gr. 8 - Research Paper = choice of specific topic (within a general social studies study)

Gr. 9 - Problem-Solution Essay = choice of specific topic based on a current event/issue

Gr. 10 - Argumentation Essay = choice of specific topic based on a current event/issue
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Sample Cornerstone Task Map

ELA Mathematics Science Social Studies
Independent Study Mathematical Modeling Independent Study Independent Study
12 Project Project (e.g., lifetime Project Project
ELA and Science and/or | savings & investments) ELA and Science and/or | ELA and Science and/or
Social Studies [Critical Thinking, Social Studies Social Studies
[Critical Thinking, Communication] [Critical Thinking, [Critical Thinking,
Communication] Communication] Communication]
Parody/Satire Skit Amusement Park Chemistry Crime Problem-Solution
11 | ELA and Science and/or Physics Scene Campaign
Social Studies Linked to Science [Critical Thinking, [Critical Thinking,
[Creativity, [Critical Thinking, Collaboration Collaboration
Collaboration Collaboration Communication] Communication]
Communication] Communication]
Original Short Story, How to Lie with Genetics Project Constitutional
10 Song or Poem Statistics Project Science and Social Checks & Balances
[Creativity, [Critical Thinking, Studies [Critical Thinking,
Communication] Collaboration [Critical Thinking, Communication]
Communication] Communication]
Research Project Mathematical Modeling Earthquake Science | Contemporary Issues
9 with A-V Presentation | with Linear Equations [Critical Thinking, Debate
[Critical Thinking [Critical Thinking, Collaboration, [Critical Thinking,
Communication] Communication] Communication] [Communication]
Causes of Conflict Design Your Dream Consumer Scientist Causes of Conflict
8 Research Project Bedroom [Critical Thinking, Research Project
ELA and Social Studies [Critical Thinking, Collaboration, ELA and Social Studies
[Critical Thinking Communication] Communication] [Critical Thinking
Communication] Communication]
Autobiography Evaluate a Contractor’s | Water Quality Testing History: Whose
7 [Communication] Proposal [Critical Thinking, Story? Examining
[Critical Thinking, [Communication] Perspectives
Communication] [Critical Thinking]
Personal Narrative Exercise Studies Prove It! Humans and the
6 [Communication] Science and Health/PE [Critical Thinking, Environment
[Critical Thinking, [Communication] [Critical Thinking,
Creativity, Collaboration] Communication]
People on the Move Fund Raiser Project Conduct Your Own People on the Move
5 Research Project [Critical Thinking, Experiment Research Project
ELA and Social Studies | Creativity, Collaboration, [Problem Solving, ELA and Social Studies
[Critical Thinking, Communication] Communication] [Critical Thinking,
[Communication] [Communication]
Authors' Party Geometry Town Seed to Plant Project Where We Live and
4 Presentations [Critical Thinking, [Critical Thinking, How We Live
[Collaboration, Creativity, Collaboration] Collaboration [Critical Thinking,
Communication] Communication] [Communication]
Personal Narrative Measure This! Prove It! Alike and Different:
3 [Creativity, [Critical Thinking [Critical Thinking, Community & Culture
Communication] Creativity, Collaboration] Communication] [Critical Thinking,
Collaboration]
Show and Tell Animal Zoo (Habitats) | Animal Zoo (Habitats) Wants and Needs
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