
Formative Assessment Process in the Online Environment 2020

As we wait to begin…

• In the chat box…

• Please Introduce yourself

• Share your name,

• Indicate where you joining us from, 

• Share your professional role, and

• Indicate how you are interacting with students at this time.
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Welcome and Webinar Etiquette

• Mute your audio if lines are open

• Turn off your video to save bandwidth

• Use the chat feature to post thoughts and ask questions

• Be an active participant

• Be respectful

• Provide feedback

• This session will be recorded (including all use of the Chat)
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Welcome; Introduction of Presenters

• Kathy Dewsbury-White, Michigan Assessment Consortium

• Tara Kintz, Michigan Assessment Consortium

• Ellen Vorenkamp, Wayne RESA

• Kim Young, Michigan Department of Education
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What is the MAC?

An education assessment-focused, non-profit organization.

A statewide consortium, governed by a volunteer board, serving our LEA’s, ESEA’s, 
education associations, SEA, and community.

Mission of the MAC is to improve student learning and achievement through a 
system of coherent curriculum, balanced assessment and effective instruction. We 
do this by collaboratively by:

• Promoting assessment knowledge & practice

• Providing professional learning 

• Producing and sharing assessment tools and resources
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The MAC Believes…

Assessment Literary is essential for those making important decisions about 
students, educators, and educational systems based on student data.  Yet, 
evidence shows that too few educators understand the fundamental concepts 
and procedures of educational testing,  Even fewer policy-makers, students, and 
families understand the important role of assessment in helping all students
achieve at high levels.  

The MAC actively engages state and national leaders in exploring what it means 
to be assessment literate.  We continuously develop resources to support 
assessment knowledge, dispositions, and performance among each education 
stakeholder group. 
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FAME Project

• Since 2008

• Learning Team – Coach model

• Team continues to meet during 
the school year and locally 
determined

• Teams are encouraged to stay 
together for 3 years

• Learning Guide and website 
resources

• Learn, connect, practice and 
reflect
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Session Outcomes 

Identify the 
mindset needed to 
engage students 
using the 
formative
assessment 
process in an 
online 
environment

2

Suggest a set of 
technology tools 
aligned to FAME 
components and
elements

3 4
Provide a tool for 
planning instruction, 
emphasizing 
learning targets
and feedback 
gathering that 
focuses on evidence 
of student 
understanding

Promote a shared 
understanding 
about formative 
assessment
practices and 
processes

1
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Formative Assessment Defined

Respond in the chat box to the following question:

What is your current understanding of formative 
assessment?
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How does FAME define the formative assessment process?

“Formative assessment is a planned, ongoing process used by all 
students and teachers during learning and teaching to elicit and use 
evidence of student learning to improve student understanding of 
intended disciplinary learning outcomes and support students to 

become more self-directed learners.” 

(CCSSO FAST SCASS, revised June 2017)
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FAME Components

Where are we (student and teacher) going?

• Planning

• Learning Target Use

What does the student understand know?

• Eliciting Evidence of Student Learning

How do we (student and teacher) get to the 
learning target?

• Formative Feedback

• Instructional and Learning Decisions
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Title Goes Here
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Mindset

Respond in the chat box to the following question:
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Which image best represents your current level of comfort teaching in 
an online environment? Place your number in the chat box

1 2 3 4
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Mindset

“Making major changes does not necessarily 
mean that teachers need to learn afresh how 

to teach. Instead, they need to use their 
existing skills and knowledge differently for a 

new purpose.” 
–Margaret Heritage
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Planning Template

Respond in the chat box to the following question:

How are you currently determining what students need to 
know and be able to do?
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Importance of Planning

“A planned process: formative assessment 
involves a series of carefully considered, 

distinguishable acts on the part of teachers 
or students, or both.”

–James Popham
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Planning Template: Example

Standard(s): 

Learning Target(s): Success Criteria:

Tasks/activities/strategies to help students meet the learning goal

Formative opportunities in tasks/activities/strategies to gather evidence of student learning

Questions to gather evidence of student learning

Opportunities to offer Feedback (Teacher to Student/Student to Student/Student to Self



Formative Assessment Process in the Online Environment 2020

Technology Tools

Respond in the chat box to the following question:

What roadblocks have you faced as you’ve tried to 
formatively assess students in your new remote setting?
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Our Presenters
• Jonathon Schreur has been an educator for 7 

years, spending his first year teaching abroad 
in a public brick and mortar school in Korea. 
For the past five years, he has been teaching 
at Michigan Great Lakes Virtual Academy as 
a world history, economics, and 
contemporary world issues teacher. 
Jonathon has been a member of FAME 
(Formative Assessment for Michigan 
Educators) for almost four years, this being 
his first as a Coach. During previous 
summers, he has enjoyed leading and 
facilitating cross-cultural travel experiences 
for high school students.

• You can contact Jay at jschreur@k12.com

mailto:jschreur@k12.com
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Our Presenters
• Lindsey Howe has been an educator for 14 

years. She spent her first eight years teaching 
in two different brick and mortar schools. For 
the past six years, she has taught at Michigan 
Great Lakes Virtual Academy, where she 
started as an English 9 and SAT prep teacher, 
moved into career development, and then 
began her current role as the high school 
literacy coach. Lindsey has been a FAME 
member for almost four years; this is her first 
year as a Coach. Lindsey has worked for 
many years to advocate for virtual teaching 
and to bridge the "gap" between virtual and 
brick and mortar. 

• You can contact Lindsey at lhowe@k12.com

mailto:lhowe@k12.com
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Virtual 101

• Video- When possible, it’s important that you use video in live sessions and when 
recording asynchronous content. When students can see you, they engage more with 
the content because they connect with a real person.

• Connection- Before and after sending content to complete, consider connecting (in 
some capacity) with students so that they are engaged. We often use Remind101 and 
Google Voice.

• Grounding- During live sessions, grounding activities (often bell ringers) are essential. 
They form connections and tell students, ”I care about you and your thoughts.” Focus 
on SEL here.

• Brain Breaks- Just like in a face-to-face session (maybe even more often), students 
lose focus, so we use brain breaks to re-focus students. We ask highly engaging 
questions like, “Would you rather…” and/or “What’s your favorite…”
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Getting into the right mindset

• First and foremost, formatively assessing students is possible in a 
virtual setting.

• In order for students to adapt, we the teachers need to adapt as 
well.

• In showing courage to adapt to this new terrain, it gives your 
students license to do so as well. 
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• Just like formative assessment, teaching virtually is a process.

• First time using tools/practices is always hard.

• Easy to get inundated with too many tools.

• Allow some grace for yourself and your students.

• In our school, most teachers find a couple of tools that really work for 
them and become experts.

• We’re going to share some options for you to try, and how they might 
specifically help you with formative assessment.

Getting into the right mindset
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Breaking Into the Virtual World

Choose 

Content
Identify 

Standards

Create 

Learning 
Targets

Determine 

Success 
Criteria

Plan for 

Formative 
Assessment

Determine Tools for 

Formative 
Assessment

Not unique to virtual
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Component 1

Instructional Planning



Formative Assessment Process in the Online Environment 2020

Planning Tool for Virtual FA

Choose standards.
Determine success 

criteria

Write learning 

targets

Plan for formative 

assessment

Choose 

tech 

tools.
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Tech Tools and Formative Assessment

Document Link-
https://drive.google.com
/file/d/1CHfm_nhNXo37
bE8LSH78EI-hz9dnAdW-

/view?usp=sharing
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Component 3

Eliciting Evidence of Student Achievement
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Eliciting Evidence of Student Understanding

Flipgrid – Create a “grid”, students submit video responses via 
computer, tablet, or phone.  You can comment or have other 
students comment. Lots of privacy settings and modeling that can 
be done.

Classkick – Teacher can create slides for students to complete 
independently. You can monitor and give one-to-one feedback as 
students work.

Google forms – Highly adaptable for exit tickets, choose your own 
adventure days, surveys, etc..

Padlet – Virtual “parking lots” for students to post their 
questions/responses during or after a lesson. 
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Flipgrid - SEL example
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Classkick - Synchronous or Asynchronous activity
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Google Forms - Exit Ticket Example
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Padlet - Learning Target example
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Waterfall Activity Model

If you’re having synchronous classes, a quick and easy check for 
understanding can be to conduct a “waterfall”.

1. Present a question/prompt to your class

2. Give them a set amount of time to answer

3. Everyone enters into chat at the same time

Our waterfall prompt - My “coworkers” have been…. (insert what 
funny thing your kid/pet/spouse has been doing while you work from 
home)
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Component 4

Formative Feedback
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Guiding Principles

• Plan

• Know your purpose

• Learning targets and success criteria based on standards

• Collect Evidence

• Choose a couple of tools to collect evidence

• Provide feedback

Allow grace for yourself and your students in this unprecedented time.
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Questions and Answers

What questions might you have for our presenters?

Write them in the chat box and we will pick a few to discuss.

Questions not answered during this time, will be responded to and 
replies will be emailed to participants...
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Exit Ticket  

Respond in the chat box to the following question:

What part of the formative assessment process are you looking forward to 
beginning to integrate into your online teaching?
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Webinar Location

• Once the webinar is finished and rendered, it will be uploaded to the 
MAC website and available for viewing; the link and information on 
upcoming events will be communicated to each participant, via email.

• Don’t forget to check out the other valuable resources on the MAC 
website:

https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org

• and the FAME website:

https://famemichigan.org

https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/
https://famemichigan.org/
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Interested in Becoming a FAME Coach?

• More information on the FAME project is available online:

• MDE Formative Assessment Process page 
www.michigan. gov/formativeassessment

• FAME public webpage 
https:// famemichigan.org

• 2020-21 New FAME Coach application:

• https://www. surveymonkey.com/r/NewCoachApp

• Application deadline: Friday, May 15, 2020. 

• Questions: contact Kimberly Young, MDE/OEAA, at youngk1@michigan.gov 
or 517-241-7061.
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Thank you for joining us!

• A special thank you to all of you for joining us this afternoon; we 
appreciate your involvement.  Remember we will have additional 
opportunities to delve deeper into this topic in the coming weeks.

• Thanks to Wayne RESA and Michigan Great Lakes Virtual Academy.
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May 6th from 1:00-2:30 pm

Using Formative Feedback to Enhance 
Student Learning in an Online Environment!

To register: 
www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/events

Join us for our next webinar! 


