


Overview of the Presentation 

•  This presentation was given at the CCSSO National 
Conference on Student Assessment, 2015, by Kathy 
Dewsbury-White 

•  Today, we’ll discuss the MAEIA arts assessment in the 
context of how instructionally-embedded performance 
assessments can help teachers and students 

•  We’ll also show the work of some of the teachers and 
their students who participated in the MAEIA field tests 



Show how performance assessments are 
being developed and integrated into a state 
assessment system.  

Demonstrate a continua of resources for 
one discipline (and how, when linked 
together) has potential to improve 
educational programs and practice. 

Consider utility of performance 
assessments across disciplines. 



MICHIGAN’S PERFORMANCE 
ASSESSMENT STORY 



Purpose of MAEIA 



Context In Michigan for MAEIA 

•  2012 Arts Census data released, MI Youth Arts Policy Forum 
Recommendations 

•  2011 State Board of Education approves updated MI Arts Standards 

•  One time designated legislative funds for creation of measures for 
subjects and grades not tested by (then MEAP, projected SBAC, now M-STEP). 

•  Educator effectiveness legislation undergoes changes (student growth – as 
demonstrated by the teacher is embedded in recommended language). 



This is one data set from the 2011 Arts Census conducted by Quadrant Arts 
Education and Cypress Research Groups for the State of Michigan.   



MAEIA Resources Designed to Advance 
Recommendations Resulting from MI Youth Arts Forum  
– based on MI Arts Census Data - 2012 

MAEIA 
Blueprint 

MAEIA 
 PRT 

Model 
Assessments 

PL for Admin & 
Scoring 

Access for All x 
Accountability x x 
Policy x x 
Strategic Plan x x 
Assessment System x 
Funding x 
Identification Schools x 

Prof. Learning x x x 
Course Weight  x 
Target Resources x x 



Resources developed for 
MI Arts Education Instruction &  
Assessment Project 

RESOURCE PURPOSE 
Program Blueprint Share Understanding– Quality Programming 

Research & 
Recommendations 

Indicates “who says” what constitutes quality  

Program Review Tool Permits self-study, baseline data collection at 
program level 

Assessment 
Specifications 

Roadmap/vision for assessment development in the 
disciplines 

Performance Assessment 
Inventory 
K-12, 4 art disciplines 

Model tasks & events, embed in curriculum & 
instruction plans, voluntary use. 





Study quality arts education   

Gather data on arts education program & student learning 

MAEIA Resources Combine for Quality 
Programming and Improved Practice 





CATALOGUE OF INVENTORY: THE 
MAEIA PERFORMANCE 
ASSESSMENTS 



Types of Assessment Items 

14 



Sample Section of Catalogue of Inventory K-8 Theatre Performance Events Grades 3-5 

Total Current Catalogue of Inventory = 136 High School 
Performance Tasks & Events; 183 K-8 Performance 
Tasks & Events  - Across 4 Arts Disciplines 



Anatomy of an Item 

•  Michigan Student Learning Standards 
Assessed 

•  Performance Standard(s) 
•  VA.HS.P.1–Students can intentionally select and 

apply materials and organizational principles to 
solve specific visual arts problems. 

•  Content Standard 
•  ART.VA.I.HS.4–Exhibit, present, and publish 

quality works of art.  
•  VPAA Guidelines 
•  P.4 Perform-–Present, exhibit, publish, or 

demonstrate the results of the artistic/creative 
process for an audience. 

•  Intended Students 
•  Third and fourth year (Level 3) visual arts students  



Sample Student Work: Review Your 
Portfolio – Artist’s Statement/
Reflection 





Developing MAEIA  

•  MAC Coordinates,    in partnership with DRC 

 for MDE 

•  MAEIA Project Management Team (envisioned 3-5 year project) 

•  Arts Education Field Expertise + Shoulders of NCCAS 

HOW 
•  Draft/Develop, In-depth & Public Review, Disseminate, Provide 

PL, Field Test, Identify Exemplars, Revise, Publish (each resource). 

WHO 



Dance 
educators 
identify 
performances 
to serve as 
exemplars 

Visual Arts Task 
Included student 
 artifacts, pop 
cans 

Visual Arts 
educators 
reviewing 
field tested 
student work 



Danielle Benson-Fennell Art Teacher Mona 
Shores High School, Norton Shores, MI 

One performance task I field tested was called, Extreme Selfie.  It was a 3 week digital 
art assessment focusing on how students view themselves and their personal 
challenges and how they think others see them.  They shot with b/w film and ½ digital. 
They reflected on their draft as well as their final work. Their work was exhibited.  I 
decided to extend the assessment, but even then the kids and I were sad to see the 
assessment end. 



Amy Pobanz Art Teacher John Glenn High 
School Bangor, MI 

The MAEIA assessments make you grow as a teacher and re-evaluate your instructional practices.  The 
assessments become part of your teaching tool box. I picked items that I wouldn’t ordinarily do, for 
instance Sculptures with Multiples, my students far surpassed my expectations. Grading in the visual arts 
can be very subjective.  How do you measure creativity? MAEIA is very brave for creating tools to assess 
the creative process.   



Common Concerns About PA’s 

Concern MAEIA Status/Response 

Task Quality Assessment Specifications first, assessment expertise + 
disciplinary expertise, Create/Perform/Respond, Review/
Revision Process 

Scoring Quality/
Consistency 

Scoring Guidance, Exemplar Identification & Posting, 
Revising/Refining Rubrics & Scoring Tools 

Reliability Administration Scripted, Exemplar Identification, future 
module in virtual course about scoring, & use of.  
Catalogue of Inventory all developed same parameters 

Time Nested in existing curriculum/instruction plans over course 
of the academic year. 

Expense Labor intensive in initial development. Peer scoring, self 
scoring (investment is in human capital, not state secure 
administration & reporting). 





Documents & Resources Referenced 

•  The MAEIA Program Brochure 
•  The MAEIA Program Blueprint 
•  Compendium of Research & Recommendations 
•  Program Review Tool 
•  Assessment Specifications – Version 7.5 
•  K-8 Catalogue of MAEIA Performance Assessments 
•  High School Catalogue of MAEIA Performance Assessment 
•  Educator Effectiveness – Appropriate Use of MAEIA Assessments 

http://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org 
http://mi-arts@wikispaces.com 
www.nationalartsstandards.org 


